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Important issues of Rohingya Muslims in Burma in
contemporary times and recommendations for their solution

AN

Abstract

Issues are born in every country and in every country there are certain
elements that perpetually cause problems. But, today, due to the cruelty of
Burma, Rohingya Muslims are facing a plethoras of problems. Burmese
Government, apparently, is follower of Buddhist religion. Buddhism, as a
religion, prohibits killing of living things considering it extreme cruelty. But in
Burma, Rohingya Muslims are facing various problems in different sectors of
life.

For instance, confinement of the villages of Rohingya has been
started and governmental ban has been imposed on the preaching of Islam. Not
only desecration of mosques continues unabated but also moratorium has been
implemented on the construction of mosques and Madrassahs. Apart from this,
basic facilities in the state of Rakhine are negligible. Most prominent of the
lacking basic facilities are related to public health; the basic reason for which
is low fund allocation for health. Burmese Muslims are not only encountering
genocide but they are also facing social boycott.

Owing to this, their mobility is hindered to a great extent. It is
difficult for them to access basic services and commodities. Those who are
forced to live in camps also face lack of facilities. Rohingya cannot move from
one place to another and they cannot work at their own will. United Nations in
one of its reports has termed Rohingya’s of Rakhine as the most oppressed
minorities on the Earth. Access to fundamental human rights is a distant
dream; they can’t even call themselves citizens of the state. Myanmar,
probably, is the sole country that doesn't recognize its citizens/ give citizenship
rights to its people merely on religious feud/enmity. Rohingya Muslims’
economic status is in shambles. They don’t have liberty of joining jobs.
Overall, Rohingya people's primary sources of subsistence are agriculture and
micro enterprises, which are now ruined by the local Buddhists and
governmental workers.
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Muslims encountered increasing difficulty in building or even repairing houses of
.1
worship.
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In 2001, mobs attacked at least 28 mosques and religious schools. State security not
. . . . .2
only did nothing to stop the attacks, but also participated in the destruction.
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In 2002, Human Rights Watch reported that the government issued military orders
demanding that unauthorized mosques be destroyed.3
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The ethnic majority of Burma systematically destroyed the Islamic houses of worship
and all the properties related.
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On the contrary many people interviewed in 2012 witnessed that Myanmar authorities
. . .5
prevented Muslims to bury their dead relatives .
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A governmental ban in 2012 on gatherings of more than four people in Muslim-
majority areas made it difficult for Rohingya to pray together.6

_lﬂ:&dﬁ”wgﬂ/@Ky@wlgui‘ufw&}(lfucf“éd,«'f.gu’/(/ui‘;ro|r
uﬁuﬁ/t,ﬂuﬁuwjému;-bab,v’éwduwﬂu(d,ut’u?zuﬁL/,
St e AT mGs o S 6o bl Ly s F
AL tesdo e bl K F e 5 U L O Ladiot a2
e ek (4t e AU 8 S e bk p e S £
Sy iTS Ut F N0 S A3 L5k 5 s tyirs 5
Fo St s U2t 222 £ g2 Lol il b S AN ids S22 5
u.‘.‘( Jf; //;’/” J pyp f’ S iu;;c;:,l.mu?lc’—bf /:/...U,JWt“,@uui' -t
,ﬁn&“}u@/ Ve L N Sme AT ;@fguw‘g@wmgénggf

LA\ ron )3 /rﬂf'vf ~§-&@Wﬁ’ Sl u&ﬂ/,/,l‘ad/ .

503



£2021 Y2-$u82 St fo o Ludb i LeoAeTedle 2 gyl

:J’Lfﬁ&%ﬁ
t/f‘}(‘g4u)WLyﬁJu,ﬂ4L/.zﬁftgt4ﬁuaLuwuﬁ;mw
b S 8T 2 U2 s sl o/ P T UL IS el S S P ST
=B S G Ul p e 2§ U7 e Ui e F F i
LalF LS nSids 0 fid £
Lilé“/!)ﬁiLM}G&}g%!nu:;iQW(VJ;M,gu;WMLUJUTL:ﬂ%/,
WS Fr8Ar = E B2y S BT Ll S s f G U o
W 23 NN S LUl st i O 501 s AUl
ccu:}gb;f‘c))‘.‘fd:;lQAFLc/)G&}JL4~£/&ﬁJ/d/utfg/;l;wufcﬁj
c’.&l.d/;’:’/u:}bvdéﬁd:gA/Uu’)g/uu?}”ufl,/,nbl/'!A/UALJJ}@:;/&;
c}/?uu,l_g;ﬁbﬁwu’fc.{_;wwJLL?/;Q;u}wzrlfuiWulj,lg;/C&‘r
st s Fslom 8 2k o S LB U - S Ui ST

_‘tfn.f,g]cayxf/vu;’lufzulpL,?)u'%-.l,@lﬁﬁw KC)/;/,:
In 1978, the military began Operation Naga Min, or “Dragon King,” to find and take
action against persons the military junta deemed to be illegal immigrants.7
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This operation targeted Rohingya in Rakhine State; the government claimed
Rohingya were foreigners rather than an ethnic minority of Myanmar. The military
abused, raped, and murdered many Rohingya. 8
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As a result, more than 200,000 Rohingya fled across the border into Bangladesh. 9
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To deter Rohingya refugees from entering Bangladesh, the Bangladeshi government

withheld food and humanitarian aid from the refugee camps. More than 12,000
refugees died of starvation. 10
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Following international condemnation, Myanmar’s General Ne Win repatriated many
of these refugees, but they continued to face persecution within Myanmar.
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Rohingya refugees continued to flood into Bangladesh over the next twenty years,
with periodic attempts by the Bangladeshi governmentt to expel them forcibly,

including as recently as 2010.
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The Myanmar government has a long history of inciting and encouraging violence
against Muslims in order to distract the public’s attention away from economic and

political issues. ™
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In 2014, politicians are still using ethnic cleansing policies against the unpopular
. . . . . 14
Muslim Rohingya as a tactic to gain Buddhist votes.
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Even Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the National League for Democracy (NLD), the
prodemocracy opposition party against military rule, has refuted claims that the
humanitarian situation for the Rohingya is dire. Instead, she has chosen to act like any
other politician seeking favor with the majority of voters who support the ethnic

cleansing policies.15
Lc/ﬁu’.}Lé;gﬁ;gh@yuvjfubd/(durw).ﬂ“/yisu? J¥izas
i N1 n L Utoe 2 e QUL LB S 555 S
LitnGF1ini Sede§und§ 7 & 20 CEwWL Skt f St
-m;,‘jf/’mjv
‘u/u:u?‘aj(»gtu:'g/}%gwjvLum/@:""ré.ﬂ’%mxﬁ/uy,é
2T E L5 LS e i S ot S G 1 26
LA GG e FTE S oIS f bl R AL AL S5

507



42021 Y252 St fo o Ludb i LeoAeTedle 2 gyl

St & el G’La/?(ui;r~|a,,%,eg':§f(@|ﬁ;ut/%4/k£g~/;ugdy
Y. mu,ju‘um-ujégwLuﬂ‘;%z’_u,f'w Lm-fwﬁg
eSS e Ur st L s tirps g Sy P WAL
e # ) S e AL J1En2y &@Luyf'nuf@ﬂ&i Qi
:J/Lxgj/:'bf

b DA el S i e f e Li2e /G LB,
ETF e P e DML P g G oS 1o
G17 A e § S ef A i cpn S 38 o AU ST
U6 e PS4 LA Sl T Lo Ut(Concentration Camps)/i -
L/.~")U7wLﬁ:r‘LﬁCJu’/jG’f;h/U'Le!u(u)'ﬁfu’}ufﬁfnftﬂf.cjﬁ
G W et CUAE -t S S s S G e S
b L L b gt P AU s S i s
Luumﬂ/.utwd;w/,f%p,J;»&”,G/?Lu»w_%(’mw;ﬁ =
J/é‘/,z,/mmanfuuﬁt/,/»f;/vo/.uﬁmwmt}ttggvg4/;b Loy
& S 22 P (Pt PO TINS5
2 L1 S e e B INNE TS L s £3
w30 A LT IS ao oo S bt e P ST
uﬁﬁag)er);qf-uj§./o/uﬁ"¢mu’;¢(¢fcf_ofc~{!J,lbfi,,{
L FT S ER ATV f E = 5P IS

In Myanmar/Burma, the Rohingya have very limited access to basic services and
viable livelihood opportunities due to strict movement restrictions.16
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Access and utilization of health services is made difficult for Rohingya because of
their statelessness and severe restrictions in their movements.17
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Restricted access to formal health services including public hospitals and government
clinics as a result of long-standing discrimination and travel restrictions may account

for the poor health outcomes observed among Rohingya refugees.18
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Many Rohingya are reported to have been physically and mentally traumatized by the
violence.
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The Rohingyas in Myanmar have very limited access to basic services and viable
livelihood opportunities.
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The government of Myanmar imposes strict restrictions on the freedom of movement
. 2
of Rohingya. 3
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In 2010, Thailand towed the boats of Rohingya refugees back to sea, reportedly
leaving hundreds of people, including entire families, to die.24
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Exploitative human traffickers facilitate these journeys.25
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More than 200,000 Rohingya fled across the border into Bangladesh.26
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Without citizenship, the Rohingya cannot work legally, travel, or use public
services.?’
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Myanmar’s Minister for Foreign Affairs Ohn Gyaw stated in 1992, “Historically,
there has never been a ‘Rohingya’ race in Myanmar.” He described the Rohingya as
“illegal immigrants.?
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Nationality also enables an individual to receive protection by their nation both
domestically and internationally.29
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By law, the Myanmar government owns all land in the country, and only citizens have
. . . 30
the right to use and enjoy their land.
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In 1974, Myanmar began requiring all citizens to obtain National Registration Cards

but allowed Rohingya to obtain only Foreign Registration Cards. Because many
schools and employers did not recognize these cards, Rohingya faced limited

. . .. 31
educational and job opportunities.
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In 2008, the U.N. Special Rapporteur reported allegations that Rohingya had been
killed for refusal to perform forced labor.
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