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Abstract

This research articles analyzes meaning of “literature” and its concept during
different ages of literature and literary movements. The articles focuses on
literary age called period of ignorance in literary history of Arabic literature
and it covers the discussion up to the present period. The current article
articulates that the word “Literature” has been used in different languages
according to different meanings, but this whole discussion has been done on
the literal meaning of the word “Literature”. The researcher has tried to study
different contextual meaning of the word “literature” with reference to
specific periods of time in literary history as the word “Literature” has a
special meaning with reference to “Asar e Jahali”. The researcher also has
tried to define different key meanings of literature during different literary
ages up till now. This is very important to understand that with the passage of
time and advancement of human society, people tented to include many things
under the umbrella term “literature”. This word encompassed different other
fields of study like sociology, psychology, anthropology and many other such
like fields. So, things which previously were not considered as literature now
tended to be considered as essential part of literature sometimes. So, it is easy
to understand that drastic changes occurred in the meaning of literature over
centuries and that many newer things were included in it.
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