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Abstract

Euthanasia is bioethical dilemma. Different countries are struggling for its
legalization. The Proponents consider that Euthanasia is against the dignity
of human being and everyone has right to relief his pain. They think that
human beings have to live a life which is according to the standard of
humanity but when a person suffers from a disease which is incurable, his
standard of life goes down to a level which is not suitable for a human being.
So in such condition they should have the right to end their lives with dignity.
This paper basically deals with what is the concept of euthanasia? What is
its history and what rationale does its proponents and opponents presents?
This research is historical, analytical and descriptive. The views of both
parties have been analyzed. The research shows that it is not a new
phenomenon. Its roots are found in Greek period. Its proponents take it as a
savior of human dignity and freedom. It’s the basic right of every human to
decide about the end of his life. On the other side the opponents think that it
is unethical and we don’t have a right to end our life as we are a part of big
plan of God.
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The painless killing of a patient suffering from an incurable
and painful disease or in an irreversible coma.*
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The act or practice of ending the life of a person or animal
having a terminal illness or a medical condition that causes
suffering perceived as incompatible with an acceptable
quality of life, as by lethal injection or the suspension of
certain medical treatments.'
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Greeks and Romans preferred “voluntary death over endless
agony” and, upon request, physicians frequently gave
patients medication to hasten death.?
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In 305AD, the Council of Guadix purged from the list of
martyrs all who had died by their own hand. Using the
pretext of piety, the 348AD Council of Carthage condemned
those who had chosen self death for personal reasons and the
363AD Council of Braga condemned and denied proper
burial rites for all known suicides.
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Having chosen death we should ensure that it should come
in the best possible way.
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When the death of a disabled infant will lead to the birth of
another infant for the better prospect of happy life, the total

amount of happiness will be increased if the disabled infant
is killed.*t
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"The foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world'
is the recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
inalienable rights of all members of the human family.
Everyone has the right to live and all are equal before law
and are entitled without any discrimination to equal
protection of the law.*
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Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right
shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily
deprived of his life.%®
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There is a common presumption that there is a ' right to die’,
in the sense of an autonomous right to choose the time and
manner of one's death and that an appeal to this right will be
sufficient ground for legalizing euthanasia.*’
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When there is a right, there is an obligation; therefore, were
a "right to die" to exist, a logical consequence would be that
some other person or agent would have a duty to inflict death
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(especially if the requisitioner were physically incapable of
accomplishing the act themselves)*
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The principle of respect for autonomy tells us to allow
rational as to live on freely according to their own
autonomous decision free from coercion and interference,
but if rational autonomously choose to die then respect
forautonomy will lead us to assist todo as they choose.*
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Watching a person suffering excruciating pain, or who is in
a persistent vegetative state offend the sensibilities of his
relations, friends, associates and anyone who knew that
individual while active, therefore allowing the individual to
remain in such a sub-human condition is incompatible with
human dignity.5
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Terminally ill patients may have a duty to die when the
burden of caring seriously compromises the lives of those
who love him.%
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| think those who have a terminal illness and are in great pain
should have the right to choose to end their lives and
thosethat help them should be free from prosecution. We
don't let animals suffer, so why humans.
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Legalizing Euthanasia and assisted suicide is a necessary as
insurance that will ensure that no one dies in painful agony
or unremitting suffering.%
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For me life is most beautiful gift of God to mankind.
Therefore people and nation who destroy life by abortion or
euthanasia are the poorest. | do not say legal or illegal. I think
that no human hand should be raised to kill life since life is
God’s life in us.5!
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No one is permitted to ask for this act of killing, either for
himself or herself or for another person entrusted to his or
her care, nor can he or she consent to it, either explicitly or
implicitly, nor can any authority legitimately recommend or
permit such an action. For it is a question of the violation of
divine law, an offence against the dignity of the human
person, a crime against life and an attack on humanity.®
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| have no way of refuting someone who holds that being
alive, even though unconscious, is intrinsically valuable. But
it is a view that will seem unattractive to those of us, who in
our own case, see a life of permanent coma as in no way
preferable to death. From the subjective point of view there
is nothing to choose between the two.5
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The pain and suffering at the end of life can be controlled in
almost all cases to a level that is satisfactory to the patient,
and, that the few patients whose pain cannot be adequately
controlled do not justify the legislation of euthanasia.®
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A right to have one's life taken on request would conflict
with, and overturn, the principle of the criminal law in this
as in every nation that human lifethat presents no threat to
another is inviolable and that protection for all innocent life
against predation is necessary.™
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