£2019 = -0u7 el Tl Qo655 2 0 e5ide tylad)

Ao §uF - Bt Qb T st el S e §9:5 057
Indian campaigns of Mahmud Ghaznavi and Colonial Narrative
of the history; A Critical analysis
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ABSTRACT

British Government and the colonial power in the Indo Pak subcontinent
influenced all departments and spheres of life. Like other major channels and
forums of the government, colonial power also focused on education to license
and to strengthen their regime in the region. They established and introduced
a new narrative of Indian history. In this colonial narrative Indian campaigns
of Mahmud of Ghaznavi got the vital position. They interpreted the campaigns
according to their colonial needs so they committed distortion in narration of
historical facts. Colonial narrative affected a lot to the local population
through the promotion of the textual books written according to the new
narrative. Many Hindu and Muslim historians have written the history of the
region in the light of colonial narration. In this article colonial narrative of
the Indian history has been critically analyzed in the context of Indian
campaigns of Mahmud of Ghaznavi.
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“In his attempt to serve the imperialistic needs of the British government of India, Sir
Henry Elliot blurred our historical perspective and by his subtle insinuations,
poisoned the springs of our national life. For generations these volumes have been the
base of countless text books on Indian history and the virus do imperceptibly injected
by Elliot has dangerously affected the ideology of three generations.”*
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" Apart from the periodization of James Mill, there was also the added, unquestioned

assumption going back to the eighteenth century in the writings of William Jones and,
almost a century later, in the work of Max Muller, that Muslim rule had been
uniformly tyrannical and oppressive towards Hindu subjects. Since no evidence is
quoted, it can only be assumed that these were again attitudes simmering from the
time of the Crusades and the general rivalry between the European and Islamic world

over trade and territory in subsequent times." 2
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“The English has been the saviors of India. During whole centuries the history of
India presents one continuing spectacle of murder and devastation. The bloody era
terminates with the conquest of India by English, whose rule has been in comparably
more rg\ild, human and just, than all governments under which the Hindus have ever
lived.”
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“Thirty years had Mahmud ravaged Hindustan from Indus to Gangues;”®
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“He observed with keen pleasure both the great riches of the Indian Rajas, and the
ease with which even the bravest of the Rajputs were slaughtered by the hardy and
strong mountaineers of Ghazni;and he determined that, on succeeding his father as
Sultan of Ghazni , he would devote himself to the conquest of India. In the year
996A.D. Sabaktigin died, and Mahmud immediately proceeded to carry out his early
determination”.’
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“His earnest wish was both to possess himself of the wealth of India, and also to force
the proud Rajputs to accept the Muhammadan Religion.”™°
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“Mahmud had often seen the long strings of camels laden with rich goods from India on
their way to Persia, and had learned from the merchants where the richest temples and

cities lay. Soon after he became king, he determlned to invade to invade Hindustan and
plunder the rich temples and cities of that country.”
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..He did not reason with them and try to change their faith by peaceful means, but he
sacked cities, and put to the sword all who would not change their faith.”*
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“They plundered cities, tore down temples, killed the sacred Brahmans whom the

Hindus revered, set fire to villages and corps, turned yellow cornfields into charred
wastes, and happy homes into ruins.”*?
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“....Yet it came to be argued in the nineteenth century that the attack on Somanatha
by Mahmud had brought about a trauma among the Hindus and an inveterate hatred

for the Muslims. Initially, this statement was axiomatic to the colonial view of the
event, but gradually it entered the mainstream reading of the history of these times.”**
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“The colonial interest in the story may have grown from two factors: that by focusing
on the Turko — Persian representations of the event, the antagonism between the

Hindus and Muslims could be highlighted; and the statement Mahmud found India a
garden but converted it into desert would require that the colonial power replant the
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desert, converting it into a garden and, in this process, emphasizing the
destructiveness of Mahmud and of subsequent Muslim rule.”*
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"He took the temple gates with him to Ghazni with a million pounds worth of
treasure."'
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“He is not said to have put any person to death for the sake of his conscience......... the
Hindus enjoyed full religious freedom under the reign of Mahmud. They were not only
employed in the civil administration, but also their services were recruited in the army
without considering their religion as an objection.”
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“The Hindus enjoyed toleration under the sultan. They were given separate %uarters in
Ghazna and were permitted free observance of their religious ceremonious.”*
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"some modern historians who had a very superficial knowledge of his career,have

tried to depict him in such lurid colours as to give him the character of a brigand chief
who took delight in plunder and bloodshed................. He was endowed with

. . - . 222
remarkable qualities and an extraordinary military genious.
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“Attacks on Hindu temples by Hindu rulers also date to this time.——. In the early tenth
century , Rashtrakuta Indra 111 takes pride in having destroyed the temple at Kalpa in
his campaign against the Pratiharas......... The Paramara king of Malwa
Subhatavarman (1194-1209), destroyed the Jaina temple built by the Chaulukya .....A
number of kings of Kashmir looted temples, starting with Shankaravarma in the ninth
century. According to Kalhana, he plundered sixty-four temples......"%
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“The Colonial assessment of the raid on Somanatha and its aftermath, as being

traumatizg1 and germinating Hindu-Muslim antagonism, was useful to colonial political
policy.”
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“K.N.Hali, writing in 1878, mentions the plundering by Mahmud resulting in the
oppression of the poor but adds that this was no worse than the bloodshed and
plundering of the western Christian nations in later times and especially through their
policy of free trade.”*®
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“Where and how he obtained this information about the gates remains unexplained.
None of the Turko-Persian accounts refer to Mahmud taking away the gates of the
Somanatha temple.”?’
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“In his estimate, Mahmud was a great leader of men, a just and uprite ruler according

to his own lights, an intrepid and gifted soldier, a dispencer of justice, a patronn of
letters, and deserved to be ranked among the greatest kings of the world.”?
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"It may also be added that Mahmud did not revel in cruelty as some conquerors did in

history.He did not perpetrate those inhuman massacres of innocent and helpless
human beings which Changis and Timur two and three centuries after him or even
some Mahomedan kings of the Deccan later still ,perpetrated in Asia and India.”%
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"As a man, he was affectionate , just, pure, kind, generous,devout and religious- a
truly great and admirable character.”*
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