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"Zikri Religion: Disputes Regarding Its Founder and an Analysis
of the Scholarly and Spiritual Roles of Its Prominent Scholars"

*Prof. Dr. Syed Naeem
*’(?rqf.Dr. Mehmet Umit
***Prqf. Dr. Dogan Kaplan
Abstract

This paper examines the founder of the Zikri faith and the biographical accounts
of its prominent scholars, while critically analyzing the long-standing historical
misconception regarding its origins. The study highlights that most historians,
without proper verification, have continuously repeated the claim that Syed
Muhammad Jaunpuri, the founder of the Mahdavi movement, was also the
leader and founder of the Zikri faith. However, this assertion lacks credible
evidence and is not supported by historical or factual data.
Furthermore, although traditional historiography often merges Mahdavi and
Zikri traditions, this research demonstrates that there exists a clear doctrinal
and ideological distinction between the two. The theological and ritual
framework of the Zikri faith cannot be traced back to Syed Muhammad
Jaunpuri. Instead, historical and textual evidence confirms that the true founder
of the Zikri religion was Muhammad Atki (or Utki), whose teachings represent
an independent intellectual and spiritual development, distinct from Mahdavi
principles.
Additionally, the study reveals that regional politics, juristic rivalries, and
polemical writings over time have distorted historical realities, resulting in false
accusations and misrepresentations Qf ke)/ religious figures.
The research also emphasizes the importance of conducting ethnographic field
studies on contemporary Zikri communities to promote an objective and
evidence-based understanding of this complex religious phenomenon. Moreover,
it includes an analytical overview of the biographies of notable Zikri scholars,
shedding light on their intellectual and spiritual contributions.
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The Zikri Religion in Historical Perspective

Syed Muhammad Jaunpuri, who claimed to be the Mahdi, was born in 847 AH
(1443 CE) in Jaunpur — a renowned city of the province of Oudh (Awadh),
India. His followers came to be known as Mahdavis.

Muhammad Jaunpuri (born: September 9, 1443 CE / 842 AH — died: April 23,
1505 CE) was an Indian ascetic who proclaimed himself as the awaited Mahdi.
Both the Mahdavi and Zikri sects regard him as the Mahdi.

He traveled to Iran (Khorasan) and the Hijaz, where he declared his Mahdiyah
(claim to be the Mahdi) in Makkah. On returning to India, he continued to
preach the Mahdavi doctrine, traveling as far as Afghanistan. He lived for sixty-
two years. His followers referred to him respectfully as Miran Syed Muhammad
Mahdi Ma‘ood. According to Muntakhab al-Tawarikh and Matla‘ al-Wilayah,
his father’s name was Syed Khan and his mother’s name, as recorded by the
author of Matla‘ al-Wilayah, was Bibi Akha Malik.'

However, later Mahdavi writers, after some generations, began recording his
father’s name as Syed Abdullah, when no direct descendants of Jaunpuri
remained. The reason for this alteration was to make his claim conform to the
well-known Prophetic tradition stating that “The Mahdi’s name will correspond
to my name, and his father’s name to my father’s name.” Thus, by naming his
father Abdullah, they sought to validate his claim to Mahdiyah. Moreover,
Burhanuddin Mahdi, the author of Shawahid al-Wilayah, even declared his
mother’s name to be Aminah, thereby fully shaping his teacher’s lineage to fit
the Prophetic description of the Mahdi.’

In reality, Syed Muhammad himself never claimed that his father’s name was
Abdullah or that his mother’s name was Amina. On the contrary, when people
questioned him, saying that the Prophet % had declared,

“The Mahdi’s name will correspond to my name, and his father’s name to my
father’s name,”he replied:

“Is God, the Almighty and All-Powerful, not capable of appointing the son of
Syed Khan as the Mahdi?”

Similarly, when one of his opponents attempted to defeat him through
argument, Syed Muhammad, in a state of indignation, said:

“Why do you not wage war against God Himself, who has made the son of Syed
Khan the Mahdi?”

Syed Muhammad was tall, handsome, and intelligent; his brilliance and natural
intellect were evident from childhood.?

Some scholars of the Zikri faith regard Syed Muhammad Jaunpuri as their
founder. However, this claim does not withstand critical scrutiny. In two
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separate analytical studies of his teachings and beliefs, it is evident that the
doctrines of the Mahdavi movement bear no resemblance to those of the Zikri
faith. Therefore, the alternative position — that Muhammad Atki (or Utki) was
the actual founder of the Zikri religion — is far more consistent with historical
and theological evidence.

The Zikri Religion in Historical Context

The Zikri faith has a history of approximately 450 years. According to its
foundational sources, the founder of this religion was Muhammad Atki, who
hailed from the city of Attock in Punjab. His exact date of birth and lineage
remain obscure, and even the Zikri texts themselves provide little reliable
information about these details *

According to Zikri sources, Mulla Muhammad Atki appeared (was born) in 977
AH (circa 1569 CE). The following couplet by Shaykh Muhammad Qasr Qandi
holds significant importance in this context:

“When nine hundred and seventy-seven years had passed since the Hijrah of
Prophet Ahmad -

that pure soul (Mulla Muhammad Atki) set foot in Hindustan.”

(Qasr Qandi, Untitled Manuscript, dated 1037 AH, p. 119)

He supported this with a purported hadith:

“O Abu Bahr! You ask when the Mahdi will appear. The Prophet % said: ‘He
will come after my death from the land of Hind, in the year seventy-seven and
nine hundred (977 AH). His name will be like mine, and his father’s name like
my father’s.””

However, no authentic hadith with these exact words exists in any canonical
collection. Only the last part — “His name will be like my name and his
father’s name like my father’s name” — appears in Jami* al-Tirmidhi, Kitab al-
Fitan, Bab Ma Ja’a fi al-Mahdi.®

According to this narrative, the Zikri scholars claim that the Mahdi appeared in
977 AH in India, bearing a name and lineage similar to the Prophet %,

The prominent Zikri scholar Qazi Ibrahim Panjguri wrote the following verses
about Mulla Muhammad Atki:

He descended to earth from the heavens above,

The world was illuminated by his arrival.

When the year nine hundred seventy-seven was complete,

The promised one came into being.

With the advent of the appointed time,

The hidden light (Noor-e-Khafi) was made manifest.”
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The numerical value of Noor-e-Khafi is 977, symbolizing the year of his
appearance.

According to Zikri writings, after Mulla Muhammad Atki’s manifestation at
Attock, he instructed his followers to build a beautiful mosque on a high
mountain. Qazi Ibrahim Panjguri describes it poetically:

At the command of the noble leader of the caravan,

They built a place of worship upon a lofty hill.

They cleansed the site and erected the sacred house,

So splendid it seemed like a garden from Paradise.®

Muhammad Ishaq Darazi,

a Baloch Zikri author who wrote Who Are the Zikris?, elaborates on the
general Zikri belief that Imam Mahdi Mulla Muhammad Atki descended from
the heavens. The Zikris believe that when God created Adam (peace be upon
him) from the dust of the earth, He promised that the earth would one day be
blessed by the footsteps of the Mahdi. Therefore, they hold that Mulla
Muhammad Atki descended in human form, wearing simple ascetic garb, his
face radiant with divine light.

His arrival remained hidden from the masses; only those of exceptional intellect
and spiritual insight recognized him and accompanied him like devoted moths
circling a flame. Others, unaware of his true nature, dismissed him as a mere
dervish. He appeared on a Monday night at dawn, in 977 AH, upon a high
mountain near Attock, in human form and ascetic dress °

During his spiritual journey, some companions remained with him until the
end, while others, unable to endure the trials, departed. Qazi Ibrahim Panjguri
writes about his loyal followers:

Those who remained steadfast saw his radiant face.

Eighty (80) sincere believers, who had faith in the unseen,

Endured the trials and succeeded in their devotion,

While those who could not persevere departed,

Depriving themselves of divine grace.'

Although detailed and verifiable information about Muhammad Mahdi Atki’s
early life is scarce, Zikri sources mention that he was a native of Attock and
appeared in 977 AH. He was well-versed in religious sciences and once engaged
in a debate with the renowned scholar Akhund Darwiza Baba, a contemporary
theologian and reformer.

However, no records identify his parents or formal teachers. From Akhund
Darwiza’s book Tazkirat al-Abrar wa al-Ashrar, it appears that Mulla
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Muhammad Atki did not believe in the finality of prophethood (Khatm-e-
Nubuwwat). After losing the debate, he fled to Makran, where he reappeared
later as the founder of the Zikri faith. His disappearance or death occurred
around 1029 AH (1619 CE). His religious writings include Burhan, also known
as Kanz al-Asrar and Wahidaniyah, though these works are now considered lost
or hidden. No record exists of his marriage or descendants.

The earliest historical mention of him appears in Akhund Darwiza Baba’s (940—
1048 AH) work Tazkirat al-Abrar wa al-Ashrar, which documents their debate
on the issue of the finality of prophethood.

Akhund Darwiza (d. 1048 AH) was a 16th-century Pashto scholar, theologian,
and opponent of heterodox movements. His known works include Makhruq al-
Salam, Irshad al-Murideen, and Tazkirat al-Abrar wa al-Ashrar. He studied
under Mulla Jamal al-Din Hindustani and Pir Baba Syed Ali Tirmizi. His shrine
is located in Hazara, near Peshawar!

In Tazkirat al-Abrar wa al-Ashrar, Akhund Darwiza refers to his opponent as
Mulla Rahmatullah Atki, but historical evidence suggests that the person he
debated was, in fact, Muhammad Mahdi Atki (977-1029 AH), who later fled to
Makran and became the founder of the Zikri religion. Darwiza records this as
follows:

“He claimed that he was going to the House of God (Ka‘bah),

but instead he made himself known in the region of Kech, Makran.”

(Tazkirat al-Abrar wa al-Ashrar, ed. Idara Nashr wa Ishaat Sarhad, p. 220)*
This removes the doubt that Mulla Muhammad Mahdi Atki (Rahmatullah Atki)
might have been someone else. This view is further supported by a well-known
Zikri scholar, Muhammad Qasr Qandi, in the following couplet:

“You are Rahmatullah, the Light of God,
Never separate from your friends and kin.”"?

From this evidence, it appears that Mulla Rahmatullah Atki, in order to avoid
humiliation or to strengthen his claim of being the Mahdi, changed his name to
Muhammad after migrating from his original region. The debate between him
and Akhund Darwiza Baba also suggests that Mulla Muhammad Mahdi Atki
must have spent his early years acquiring religious education, reaching such
intellectual maturity that he could engage in theological discussions with
renowned scholars of his time.

However, no historical record mentions his teachers or the centers of learning
where he studied. Likewise, the exact date and location of his debate with
Akhund Darwiza remain uncertain. According to historical accounts, Mulla
Atki returned from his spiritual journey and arrived in Kech Makran around
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1019 AH, where he spent ten years on Koh-e-Murad before disappearing (or
passing away). 1

Zikri sources claim that Muhammad Mahdi’s travels lasted for about twenty-
three (23) years, suggesting that his debate with Akhund Darwiza Baba likely
took place around 997 AH.™

Zikri Scholars and Literary Figures

1. Availability of Biographical Data:

The biographical details of Zikri scholars and writers are scarcely found in
classical or modern literature. In an effort to gather such information, contact
was made with Muslim Zikri Anjuman Ittihad through Ram Das Gallery, Lyari,
via Abdul Ghaffar Muhammad Sardar Mahdavi Bhutto Nagar. However, no
useful data emerged. Later, a meeting was held with Dr. Inam-ul-Haq Kauser,
a distinguished Balochistan scholar, in Quetta.

Dr. Kauser earned his M.A. from the University of the Punjab in 1953 with
distinction. He joined government service and was appointed as a lecturer at
Degree College Quetta in 1956. In 1973, he became the first scholar from
Balochistan to receive a Ph.D. He later served as Assistant Professor at the
University of Balochistan, Principal of Government College, Chairman of the
Balochistan Educational Board, and Director of Curriculum. He authored more
than seventy books, mainly on the history and culture of Balochistan. During an
interview conducted on 14 July 1998 in Quetta, he confirmed that no
comprehensive biographical accounts of Zikri scholars or writers are currently
available.

Biographical Notes on Zikri Scholars and Writers

The scholars of the Zikri sect actively participated in missionary and preaching
work but paid limited attention to writing and documentation.

(1) Shaykh Muhammad Qasr Qandi

In the Zikri community, the term Shaykh (locally “Shay”) refers to a learned,
pious, and religious leader. Shaykh Muhammad Qasr Qandi is regarded as one
of the earliest and most respected Zikri figures. A study of his life reveals that
he authored no known works related to the Qur’an, Hadith, or Figh. However,
his Persian prose and poetry are preserved in handwritten manuscripts among
Zikri followers.

(2) Mulla Ibrahim Panjguri

Another important figure is Mulla Ibrahim Panjguri. Although well-versed in

Islamic sciences, his written contributions are limited. He is credited with a
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short Persian treatise titled Tafsir Zikr Allah (“Commentary on the
Remembrance of God”), which discusses the spiritual significance of Zikr
according to Zikri beliefs. This work, along with its Urdu translation, was
published in Karachi by Mazhar Umarani.
He also authored Dar Sadaf, a Persian book that exists both in print (Karachi
edition) and manuscript form. This text provides a detailed account of the life
of Noor Muhammad Mahdi and his companions based on Zikri doctrine,
making it one of the primary sources for understanding the origins of the faith.
(3) Mulla Abu Bakr
His full name was Chiragh Abu Bahr bin Syed Chiragh Musa. He belonged to
the Mullai family of Zikris in Makran and lived during the 18th century CE. His
exact dates of birth and death are unknown. Mulla Abu Bakr was a poet who
composed verses in Persian. His poetry primarily reflects religious devotion
and mystical thought, rich in Sufi symbolism and moral reflection.
Sample Verse:
(Not included in the original excerpt, but his works are characterized by deep
spiritual longing and unity with the Divine.)
Begin with the praise of God — the One without partner, pure and exalted.
Al e & oS 1) Al e 6,2 Sy iy
Begin by saying: Praise be to Allah, the One and Only, without partner — all
praise belongs to God.

His sacred essence, spotless and radiant, O Glorious One,

Al J> oS 2 SLald Hlay p.s_bf olyac 5L
Pure and flawless is the Divine Essence; O Glorious Lord, remove the burden

of sin from my neck.

Remove the rust of darkness from my heart,
Cleanse the rust of darkness from the heart, and take away the falsehood from

within my soul.15
On the Unity of God (Tawhid)

iU\ﬂdé)ngS\_uﬂ m\wﬁﬁﬂ}(ﬁ@\»b
Begin by saying “Say: He is Allah, the One” — the Pure, without trace or
likeness — all praise belongs to God.
Al > 0sSs SL ety alll I Y w5 ,S3

The Divine Essence is pure, resplendent — the remembrance of Unity: “There
is no god but Allah.”
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On the Inner Self (Batin)

Loblap sl osr b ey 3> wls 0s2
When the heart feels no pain within, how can Divine mercy enter it?
bﬂmdﬁwagjc 4.U\Y‘4J|Y.\.p}3)5.5

How will you escape from the terrors of Judgment without the remembrance:
“There is no god but Allah™?

Olowdy ST 55 1y Gluss Gl Slgw 02, 4 55
Protect yourself from the deceit of Satan and the snares of your own desires. 16
On the Blessing of Divine Remembrance
Glmew oy 3 a8y Y 1Y g5 S
The blessing lies in remembering the Sublime Lord — in the chant of Unity:
“There is no god but Allah.”
;w_pajlxwdmbﬁﬁ Ceuds 88 53 lalies (luS o
He who lacks generosity of deed has no sincerity in the Divine court.
Couts @2 Cdyas Hgd Ceowd AN AN Y g5 S
He is deprived of the light of gnosis who neglects the remembrance: “There is
no god but Allah.”
6)L3 US le.é_'a' le.'z,w).) 6)\.3 ‘9ﬁ| ﬁJLr.g.b).b
Show generosity, for through it you will gain honor in both worlds.
Solap s elacl fpae AN 1Y (g5 S5
Let the heart be lifted through this remembrance: “There is no god but Allah.”
Slemy oy dall LI Al AN g5 S8
When the heart’s form becomes Divine, remember: “There is no god but
Allah.”
Slis cdyas oyt Glo el 4y lae (S
Grant the drink of Divine knowledge — bestow it upon the knowing ones of
your community.
Sl ple a5 Wiyl sy Al 1Y s g5 1S3
Give them spiritual understanding — the remembrance of Unity: “There is no

god but Allah.”17
Mulla Qazi Ibrahim Panjguri

Mulla Qazi Ibrahim Panjguri was a native of Tasp Bustani, a small town in Panjgur
(Balochistan). He was born in 1728 CE. His father’s name was Mirza Muhammad
Noot and he belonged to the Kashani tribe. Initially, he served as a Qazi (judge)
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in Panjgur but later adopted Zikri beliefs, settled in Turbat, and died there. His
poetry abundantly reflects his religious ideas — focused on mysticism, love, and
divine unity. He composed hymns, odes, ghazals, and praises, often addressing
spiritual leaders with deep reverence. His poetic pen-name was Ibrahim.
Sample Poem (Hamd and Praise)

Ol 95 ol dem 5 iy Oley wolio e caad S

After the praise of the Divine, I turn to the caravan of praise — I compose a
culogy for Mahdi, the Master of the Age.

e (ddle 3 male Gingys IS 5o (s mldS azie

I greet the hidden dervish, the successor of truth, and unfold the flower of faith
in my words.
oS Pl ey dei i OSOLET (£ Glless
For this melody of praise I prepare the tune; let the companions and preachers
begin their chorus.

Lo zoo 4o 20s5 Jb 4y Lal OluyS 5la s95y
The elder soars on the waves of ecstasy, mingling with the celestial angels.
O minstrel, come! Sing — let me whirl in divine dance, for I am lost in love.
olr el das 0la 3 Ghoys O s9e s (el Ogizme oS
From the heart’s depth rises a cry of passion — Majnun for his Layla, and joy in
that madness.

Sz 52l 350,88 0,80 (sl e 5l @i s
If the soul departs from this body, it will rise like fragrance from the beloved’s
locks.

A ol €SG5l polie il Ja 50 Gl s 53 52
My purpose is fulfilled — when the pearl of love settled within the shell of my
heart.
AWEQEN ERET T SN PRI S P DE S PP )
In Your name they buried the dust of my body; one day, all will be gathered
again by Your command."®
Praise of the Prophet (Na‘at)
2 s KLy )53 deme pGislia dess 5y Gishis day Gl iy g
Blessings upon Muhammad, the eternal radiant Light — praise beyond measure
be upon Muhammad.
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aa plsha e ¢l @l 2eae b Gla 51K sl

O beloved ones, send blessings upon Muhammad — let us cleanse our hearts’

rust by invoking his name.
ima g pda Ve 3w n pua ol deae p gl i gl S
He is the chief, the full moon of guidance, the leader of Resurrection — you
know, none is greater than Muhammad.*®
On the Virtues of the Mahdi
Ciall 53 sl 33 A ) am S i Gl ) S gy
After praising the Generous Lord, I find it most fitting to sing the Prophet’s
praise from the depths of my heart.
sl s s o s lia Gl S (Bl o Jiiha Alea
The gardens of paradise, the houris, angels, and mankind — all owe their joy
t0 Mahdi, the Cupbearer of Kawthar.
Gla ) sda of cale il G Cal Sl alas s Clas SIS
He is the sun of the nation, the leader of creation, the guiding constellation for
all who seek 2°
Longing for the Hidden Mahdi
S e gy SaS JBdg ) el s o ada
Where are you, O Hidden Mahdi? My eyes draw light only from your vision.
PR 4 )5 (e adia 5 Jar a4l 5 ) sele B 5
Except for you, my eyes have no light; except for you, my heart has no
command or peace.
o 5 et e 53l (s ot e s
My beauty and illumination are from you;my sorrow and yearning are also
from you.
Sl el Uy S Bl 1) o dal e oy

You are the knower of secrets — so said Ibrahim Thani (the second Ibrahim)

among the people of the Household.?!

On the Creation and the Divine Order

A_Mzi):ﬁﬁu_‘\\h ?L.\" 8a JAS\ ‘)Jﬂ\ﬁj AJ{_\

In the name of God — like an arrow to its target — He placed the point within

the shell.
Ol dihiog g 0 gl cana ) cilae @18 )4l
The shell of existence bore a drop — and wondrous creation emerged
therefrom.
A S gl gaddiajsl o algd (8 8 ZU Gl d e
He raised a being born of dust and placed upon his head the crown of time.
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Al o i) plle 530 4l & ) 20 4Se 5
Both worlds were adorned for his sake, for so the Almighty had willed.
ol |y ool Bl s i 02 58 a0
When God shaped man from clay, He placed within him both good and evil as
twin foundations.
1eaiilsd e by ol 1))t i Cren ) ellae
O Lord, forgive the reader of these verses, and shower mercy upon the

listener.??

Prominent Scholars and Poets of the Zikri Faith
Shay Amani
Shay Amani was a native of Ashar, a region in Iranian Balochistan. He lived
during the eighteenth century CE, contemporaneous with Mir Nasir Khan
Noori, the ruler of Kalat (r. 1794). His exact date of birth and death remain
unknown.
According to Balochistan: Tarikh ki Roshni Mein (p. 507), Shay Amani served
as commander of the Zikri forces of Ashar in the battle fought at Miri between
the followers of the Zikris and the forces of Mir Nasir Khan Noori, during
which many leaders, including Umar Kuchgi, were killed.
Like most poets of his era, Shay Amani primarily composed religious and moral
poetry. His writings reveal a profound command of theology and a refined
poetic imagination. He regarded Zikr (remembrance) and Fikr (reflection) as
inseparable and expressed their importance as follows:
G sha dila 580 ) sie Jile
W S ax e SN o 568
Be not heedless of remembrance, nor ignorant of reflection;
What use is a servant without remembrance and thought?
On the transience of worldly life and the certainty of death, he writes:
Gl 2l Gl AS oSl
Caad S S aa ) g 35 5 A4S K
S Ao g 5) B sl ) oS
WS4 Jh ) Gl Pl K e
Behold the world — it is but a garden of grief,
An old existence that shows mercy to none.
None has tasted fruit from its tree of splendor;
Death shall come, and none shall return.23
Comparing youth and old age, he observes:

11
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M\J\Jb_}y&b&‘)doﬁ@\};
Gl LA ile (ol o0 5om 4
a5 0l 5 daal e
Youth is like a fruitful tree;
its flowers bloom in the garden of life.
Old age is but a barren thorn;
how wondrous is the springtime of youth!24
On morality and manners, he remarks:
J.a_)b R L’é.&r_ B il
250l a8 anl yigs
2R s e B il
BENEIE VR SR
Those who take pride in love are better still when graced with manners;
Politeness turns a stone into a gem,

But without manners, even ox and donkey boast in vain.?

Shay Jalaluddin Khan
Shay (Sheikh) Jalaluddin Khan, son of Kamil Khan, hailed from the prominent
Sheikh family of the Zikri community in Qasr-e-Qand, Iranian Balochistan. He
lived during the 12th century AH (18th century CE). According to Zikri
tradition, he was the grandson of Shay Hamd Darfishan, and thus descended
from a distinguished family of scholars and poets.
He composed poetry on a wide range of themes — divine praise (hamd),
prophetic eulogy (na‘t), supplication (munajat), ghazals, and elegies —
primarily reflecting religious, ethical, and mystical ideas.
Sample of Hamd (Praise of God):
O 5 J3 5l K Baa w525 e
Ol A5l G o Al 5 Il
Praise be to God, uttered with sincerity of heart and soul —
the Powerful, the Absolute, the incomparable Lord of all worlds.
PS4 Gl JLhas alialy
ohe 23S (e ) ) 1 Oled
A King whose command sustains the heavens,
Who made manifest the depths of the carth.?
On the vanity of worldly youth:
e & Sa i ol
S5 oe S e 3 dla ) sdie Jile
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O heedless youth, you have sinned beyond count;
Wake up! Your precious life slips away day by day.27
He writes of himself:
Gl s 3 e dd s an PDla
Al 2jaal 38 S asa
Jalal, in Your name, my heart melts like water;
Fortunate is he who tastes a morsel of Your grace.
And regarding his lineage:
o Lalas (S s OLS ol s
sl Ol sl il 52 U358 (e sh e

I, Jalal, son of Kamil Khan, the humblest of servants,

Recite ghazals for those who seek — listen to my song.28

Shay Sulaiman
Shay Sulaiman was the son of Muhammad Darfishan Qasr-Qandi, a
distinguished Zikri scholar. He grew up in the scholarly and spiritual
environment of Qasr-e-Qand, under his father’s tutelage, which inspired his
poetic inclination.
He began composing verse during his father’s lifetime, and one of his poems
dates to 1158 AH (1745 CE).
Sample Verse:

u)u.u‘).&\@.wt_}_)m;‘)\ Ol g2 g1 A ll

Gisedn o) 5 ey gl 0 2 p S

When the letters reached completion through the seven Prophets,
It was inscribed in language divine — have mercy, O Veiled One!
In praise of God, he says:
J\)ﬁ)gol..iql_.'o\ ‘)\EJJS&L\E&;;
Gl oy o) (89 en) 18 250 5 )3 8 i
I speak the praise of the Everlasting King, the Creator —
Have mercy, O Veiled One, upon Your weary servant.??

In Praise of the Prophet:

ol 5okl 0 S8 Al sds ose

e n ) Gyl ey ) S

You are the First and the Last, the Seen and the Hidden —
Who can surpass me in love for You, O Veiled One?*°

Mulla Shahdost
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Mulla Shahdost, son of Mulla Kaman, belonged to the Mullai family of Kech-
Makran. Little is known about his life, though he was a Zikri by faith. Shay
Abdul Rahman preserved two of his poems.
Sample Na‘t (Praise of the Prophet):
Ot 1 s anl o K
Jalle il 5 0 J s
el gen ol i it
dease s Ol a )l s
I sing the praise of the Leader of Prophets,
The Messenger to jinn and humankind,
The intercessor of all nations —
My master, may I be sacrificed for the sight of Muhammad.
He also wrote advisory and moral poetry, such as:
D Ge ) R Cnal
sk s B8 sl oK
Listen, my brother, to my counsel —

Believe in the message of the Qur’an.31

Mir Sher Ali Jangi
Mir Sher Ali Jangi was the son of Mir Abdullah Jangi, the ruler of Qasr-e-Qand,
and the nephew of Muhammad Darfishan. He hailed from a poetic and literary
family, though detailed records of his life are unavailable. His poems were
preserved by Shay Abdul Rahman, reflecting spiritual devotion and religious
fervor.
Syed Abdul Karim Shah
Syed Abdul Karim Shah was a Zikri religious leader in Kalat, belonging to a
Sayyid family. He was highly revered within the community. He passed away in
1988 and was buried within the Zikri enclosure at Mewa Shah Cemetery,
Karachi.
After his death, his son Syed Mazloor Ahmad Shah succeeded him as religious
head, while Syed Dad Karim, a former member of the Balochistan Assembly,
managed external affairs due to Mazloor’s young age.
Sample Verse:

oA 5548 s

O s 3k ye JS
O DV aol pae e
Ola)y AT saga by
a5 N
mS e ey
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Mahdi, the final Light,

The leader of all Messengers, the guide of faith —
[ offer my plea: O Mahdi of the Last Age,
You are the Powerful, the Merciful Lord —

Have mercy upon Your servant Abdul Karim.?
Prominent Scholars and Poets of the Zikri Faith (Continued)
Mulla Izzat

Mulla Izzat was a native of Sarbaz, a town in Iranian Balochistan. He belonged
to a family of Zikri Mullayln (religious scholars). Throughout his life, he
remained deeply devoted to the defense and propagation of the Zikri faith,
enduring numerous hardships for this cause. He ultimately left his homeland
and migrated to Turbat, where he spent the rest of his life. Detailed
biographical information about him, however, remains obscure.
Sample Verse — Na‘t (Eulogy of the Prophet ).
O 5ol Jsm) i s J-.NJ_L‘
S VL pobe saa o e o
O e iy ol 0 6l
S 3 25 51 Gl oo adn
et Ol o Caens (a5 8 ) @ie m &
Ol oy Hsh s Gl gL iy
Arise, O brave heart, and sing the praise of the Prophet of mankind and jinn,
The intercessor of the Day of Judgment, the moon and master of the world.
O guardian of the exalted court, knower of divine secrets,
The fountain of certain knowledge flows from Your grace.
I, Izzat, proclaim from heart and soul the bounty of that King of Faith —
The nightingale of Paradise, the light of the Lord of the Worlds.®3

On the Majesty of the Mahdi:
Ol e ales 33 aalisal) 2dlS )
Ole)) abia (53ge QLS Alaa ol jlaals
From the intercessor of Muslims, the seal of all Messengers,
The crown among kings — Mahdi, the Lord of the Age.34

Aziz Lari

Aziz Lari was a resident of Laristan, in Iranian Balochistan, hence known by his
regional title Lari. He served in the army of Mir Nasir Khan, the ruler of Kalat,
and played a significant role in the promotion and dissemination of Zikri
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teachings. He compiled the sayings of Muhammad Mahdi Asli in a Persian
treatise titled Haqgiqat-e-Noor-e-Pak wa Safarnama-e-Mahdi, also known
among the Zikris as Risala-e-Azlzlyah (1029 AH). His detailed biographical
data remain unknown.
Sample Verse:
Caal 3 e (a4 ol (S Ja s
Canl G ) Cuald 4S (S S )
il 28 G iy e
Cud G Hla Gl o Hla g
Cal i b | 558 je b o)
Gl Q3 ) G pee alhas § dal e
386U S el adish
Gl G Gl 50 Sl
O heart, sin not, for death is certain;
Do good, for the Day of Judgment is approaching.
The journey from this world is inevitable;
The pious shall depart to the eternal abode.
O heart, be ready for death’s call;
The dawn of fate rises from the horizon of life.

Prepare your answer, for the angels of questioning await.>®

On the Unity of God:
o Y asma Y aAS a0 50 Glawe Oy
) i ¥ (38550 3 29m5a Vs
G e e el ) ol i e
S YL AS b Ga e ) s
Be firm in faith, O seeker, that none is worshipped but He;
None exists in the two worlds, none is sought but He.
When grief cuts you like a sword, seek no aid but from Him,
For there is no helper but God, 1a ma‘bud illa Hu.*%6
He lived during the eleventh century AH and is regarded as one of the
devoteddisciples of Muhammad Mahdi Itki, thus honored among the Zikris.
Maulvi Faqir Muhammad Sindhi
Maulvi Faqir Muhammad Sindhi was among the Zikri religious scholars
(MullayIn). His exact dates of birth and death are unknown. He authored a
book titled “Main Zikri Hoon” (I Am a Zikri), written in Urdu, to instruct Zikri
followers on religious matters such as Zikr, fasting, marriage, initiation

(bay‘at), prayer, and funeral rites. On page 4 of his book, he clarifies that the
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work is not meant for debate or controversy, but purely for the guidance and
benefit of Zikri adherents.
Although he was called Sindhi due to his residence in Karachi, scholars confirm
that he was ethnically Baloch, since the Zikri community historically does not
include non-Baloch members.
Shay Gul Muhammad
Shay Gul Muhammad was born in 1886. His father, Shay Abdul Rahman,
descended from Shay Muhammad Darfishan Qasr-Qandi. Among Zikri
scholars, his name is held in great esteem. Through tireless effort, he compiled
a manuscript containing selected works of prominent Zikri poets, thus
preserving their literary legacy for posterity. This handwritten collection (still
unpublished) is regarded as a treasured document among Zikri circles.
Though originally from Qasr-e-Qand, he later migrated to Kech Makran,
where he lived until his death in 1956, at the age of seventy.
Sample Verse:
S i DU ey S S
Ol Al yuad a3 3 a3l 8
ES 3 AM S )
O S s S ) il aia
If one should ask of this poor man’s land,
Know it is from the city of Qasr-e-Qand.
Yet I dwell now in Kech,
My home lies in the land of Makran.
o3 el oo il Ly
sy ally adi i jd S aS
Db DS o2l G5 >
3 s Ol Cien 5 ol o€
Come, O cupbearer, pour me a goblet —
Let me taste the wine of divine remembrance.

If granted grace, I shall compose

Verses in praise of the Self-Sufficient One.%’

He prays humbly:
QL pas oasSlha
GOk o) e a5
b@‘)d.j dasna dg Caal J\JJ:\.A\
Gk el 11 s sl
O Lord, I have sinned — You know all my faults.
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Gul Muhammad hopes in Your mercy;
Grant me my wish through Your compassion, O Lord.%®
And about himself, he writes:
Ohe dena K 5 (S
Ulsd et gld 5 g
D JE Gl S o
I am the humble Gul Muhammad, ever engaged in prayer —

Have mercy upon me, O Provider.*®

Shay Muhammad Darfishan Qasr-Qandi
Shay Muhammad Darfishan Qasr-Qandi, whose given name and poetic pen
name were both Muhammad, bore the title “Darfishan”. He was born in 1040
AH. His father was Shay Jalal, and his mother Maryam, daughter of Mir
Abdullah Khan Jangi, ruler of Qasr-e-Qand.
His ancestry traces back, through five generations, to the renowned Sufi saint
Hazrat Junayd Baghdadi (r.a.), as recorded in Safinah al-Awliya by Dara Shikoh
(tr. Muhammad Ali Lutfi, Karachi, 1959, p. 59). His forefathers migrated from
Baghdad to Sharak, a town near Shiraz, Iran, before settling in Balochistan.
He received his early education at home and became a master of both exoteric
and esoteric sciences. His poetic collection, titled Darwajud, consists of 2,412
verses, discussing themes of Divine Unity (Tawhid), the transience of worldly
life, salvation and perdition, Judgment Day, Paradise, and Hell. He was also
well-versed in history.
Sample Verse:
Olsx 5o ) ok plaliaald )l &)}-J“:‘
ot\é‘dn;nuéédn;u\ji \Juﬂ_}\.@.\&a\
S Al Jds Gl eSS Al i - 5
olid alan ol alan aS Al S i ga
LS 0B LS Jla LS (k30 5 oladl
olid alaa olid alaa WaS (el WS oy
Many kings and elders have come and gone —
Their spring turned to autumn; all perished, all perished.
Where is Noah, the saved of God? Where is the son of Abraham?
Where is Moses, the speaker with God? All have perished, all perished.
Where are Lugman and Plato, and Qarun with his wealth?
Where is John, where is Simon? All have perished, all perished.40
He also writes:
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aSil Al Cia by Ca aale
e n S 5l Ja i
tl\g\‘)é\)?i\djﬁe.ﬁ;?j‘)
RIS
When ranks upon ranks march forth,
My heart detaches from worldly rest.
The sight of You is ever before my eyes;

My tongue, like the parrot’s, is sweetened with remembrance.*!

Of his own poetry, he remarks:
2R en s BUL 48 1L (o)
AR il )l 48 ailai (00
S ) a3 e S yiaS jigy [j/dﬁ &
S S S8l 5 AL Ll
O tongue that speaks with words of eloquence,
[ know not whence comes your fluent voice.
O heart, better to abandon vain company,
And constantly replace evil with virtue.

He also wrote in Persian prose. His surviving manuscript includes treatises
titled:
1. Mahdi Namah
2. Musa Namah
3. Seyr-e-Jahanl
4. Other untitled works
Among the Zikris, this manuscript was passed down for generations. Owing to
his religious and intellectual contributions, he is revered as Shaykh al-Islam

among the Zikris. He passed away in 1120 AH.%
Prominent Zikri Scholars and Poets (Part III)

Mir Abdullah Khan Jangi

Mir Abdullah Khan Jangi was one of the eminent companions of Muhammad
Mahdi Atki, the founder of the Zikri faith. Out of devotion to the Zikri cause,
he abdicated his rule and accompanied Mahdi Atki to Turbat, where he lived
thereafter. His title “Jangi” was derived from his mother’s name. His father,
Mir Ju‘ayan, was the ruler of Qasr-e-Qand. Mir Abdullah himself was a ruler
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and chief of the same region in Balochistan, renowned as a pious, devout, and
learned scholar of Arabic and Persian.
He lived during the eleventh century AH and came from a family distinguished
for its literary and poetic heritage. He was the maternal grandfather of Shaykh
Muhammad Darfishan Qasr-Qandi.
Shaykh Muhammad Darfishan praised his grandfather’s spiritual insight in these
words:
dgraid )43 PNyl Cf;“:
A A.x:a (e c_\ﬂ)u BN as
There was a sage in Qasr-e-Qand,
A mine of wisdom and a master of gnosis.43
Sample Poem:
Oh) g da s )l i e
Olasl 5 2 GBS 2 Gla 3l 8
W Gl g 3 ) 3A e )1 4aS alla
u\.o) );\ R o85G JL?_) JJ}‘GA c@.ﬁgd
J}&.E\Jeﬂ}a)j‘s\seﬁj\@\;
A e 3% L S £
I open my tongue from the watchtower of servitude,
And from my soul I praise the Creator of earth and heaven.
The Righteous One, who by His art adorned the garden of this world,
Brings forth the spring of sight — the final age’s vision.
The Creator shaped Adam from the dust,
And crowned his head with divine honor.
In Praise of the Mahdi:
Al 530 S 21glas da 5 ) sy
Gle Cipwan ol G 5 ol ) 2 S
Gpallall das ) iy 7 50 8 £
u\.ﬁu ‘)\J A.AA‘) é\.\lu‘)\ L)
Al s o) o5 ala ) sy
ol s ol ol ke s (3 e (oilais
After declaring the unity of the Almighty Lord,
My ears yearn for the attributes of the Caller of the Age.
The gem of prophethood, mercy to all worlds,
“We have sent you as a mercy” — His sign divine.
The guide of mankind, the light of the first and the last,

Leader of East and West, Imam of humans and jinn.44
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Mulla Madi Khan
Mulla Madi Khan was a resident of Ashar, a town in Iranian Balochistan. His
biographical details are largely unknown. Shaykh Gul Muhammad preserved
two of his long poems in his manuscript collection.
Selected Verses:
Ol S s 23 e
OY sl Jsb 5 i ol
Ole)y Al Gl L
i elass 5 () ) CS g (38T
) le s Gl il by
Aty By Ly olad B (:LA:’
VS (558 ) ac
Gl ey HAT cadl ol
Faith has been corrupted, the teachings of the ancestors forgotten;
The signs of the final age are manifest —
Blessings have departed from the earth and sky.
Guides have become seekers of the world,
The staff of piety is broken —
Indeed, the calamity of the end times has arrived.®

In another poem, he reflects on the mortality of saints and believers:
Ay g aS (¥ s o)
558 (et oS i G
Sba 5 nba g po ol
25 ) Gliese o o2 e
Lia 5 &S 5 Glas ) Cuse
) Ol Jls () o 0 8
o Al A s )
258 5 () 5 )18 48 Lgw oS
Behold, the friends are gone — all companions have departed.
Kings, saints, and steadfast believers, all have gone.
Love has faded, blessings have vanished from the world;
Prepare your provisions, O Madi Khan,

For the caravan has moved on.*®

Ta Khush Qadam Jangi
Ta Khush Qadam Jangi was the son of Mir Abdullah Khan Jangi, ruler of Qasr-
e-Qand, and the brother of Ali Sher. He was the maternal uncle of Shaykh
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Muhammad Qasr-Qandi. He lived during the eleventh century AH and, like his
father, was a poet. Shaykh Abdul Rahman included several of his poems in his
compilation.
Sample Verse:
e‘c.{.‘u u\.}\; c\) DLEsT S O lAk_\:t;:.l'
plow lae (S 2 4
A8 Ll 5 50 12 ol (Gl
ploa Jlae (Lo (s ale e
Behold the wonders I have seen on the path of the Beloved —
Buds blooming like oceans of light.
The Almighty, Creator of all power,
Reveals blossoms of knowledge deep as the sea.
ol ledy () Ul ploa (A
e\bé.d_ﬁ Ol s cialia sailay 4S
I have seen a hidden beauty behind the veil,

A secret known only to the captive of divine love.’

Shaykh Nasiruddin
Shaykh Nasiruddin was the nephew of Shaykh Jalal and the grandson of Shaykh
Muhammad Qasr-Qandi. His father’s name was Mulla Khairullah, a man
known for piety and asceticism among the Zikris. He was a native of Qasr-e-
Qand. His poetry, inherited from his scholarly family, reflects deep spirituality.
Sample Verse:
d\h‘)‘deb@uo)u\ugm‘)u)
Al ol ey ISl e Slsw
Al Jlie (s algbaas s Lie 4
Cdll yral G ol Hu Al e Ja 4TSS
A oS O (g ey
Save me, O Allah, from the evil of my own self;
Remove from my heart all but You.
My sins are countless, yet You are the Forgiver.
Nasiruddin, broken-hearted, weeps at Your gate —
Bestow abundant mercy and infinite grace, O Lord.*

Mulla Na‘atullah
Mulla Na‘atullah was from Maravan and belonged to the Buzurgzada tribe. He
lived during the sixteenth century CE. Exact dates of birth and death are
unknown.
Sample Verses:
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e ol st 4S e shapt
e Sk e O 5 Ole
W g ) gl cue 48 ) ashle
e DSl AlllCiess
Grieve not, O lover — I am your consoler;
In this world and the next, I am your companion.
From the unseen comes a voice of mercy:
“I, Na‘atullah, am your intercessor. ”
308 On (o S Ciny R
piesda 3 K gL sk
If you go to Paradise without me,
You will find its gardens barren — for I am the fragrance there.*?
Zar Muhammad
Zar Muhammad, whose real name was Nur Muhammad, lived in Qasr-e-Qand,
Iranian Balochistan, during the eighteenth century CE. He descended from a
distinguished Zikri family. His father, Shaykh Jalal, and his uncle, Muhammad
Darfishan, were prominent Zikri poets and scholars. Poetry was his family
inheritance. His verses blend mystical and devotional themes, and his ghazals
and na‘ts (prophetic eulogies) are especially admired.
On Separation:
b 53 p )8 Ul g o il
el sy ekl ikl
s O ) i pad
Gl sy el A Sl a0
Day and night I await my beloved in the sorrow of separation;
[ yearn for His grace ceaselessly.
The arrow of grief struck my heart by that Beloved —
And from that wound I remain restless day and night.
Addressing the Heart:
il Al Clea il Ja )
Gl 4l e O el s 31A
Cia LU o Uy o
Gl ) g Alll g J sama g8
O heart, be steadfast in this world,
In separation from your beloved, stand firm like a man.
From the anguish of that Layla-like beauty,

Be consumed — by God, become mad with love.
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To the Breeze:
CulaS o by (5 ke b |
Gl ol ole s )
b3 (g B adl 5y spen
Cl die (g AMAEE Hu ale
O morning breeze, tell me — where is my beloved?
Where is the moon-faced friend I long for?
Like a moth I burn in yearning’s flame,
Helpless and wandering, drunk with desire —

Where is the rose—garden stature of my beloved?>®
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